
When all players have passed a card, 

at the same time, the players will pick 

up their new cards in hopes of making 

4 of a kind. When this finally happens, 

a player will grab one of the "spoons" 

and the other players will try to be 

quick to follow suit. The player with-

out a spoon will get a letter the word 

“SPOONS”. 

For each new hand, players will shuffle 

and re-deal the deck. Play continues 

until the LAST player to spell out the 

word is declared the "winner"!  

Played like the game of "Spoons," this small-

group game will help your students under-

stand basic polynomials. 

 

Divide students in to small groups of 4 play-

ers. In the middle of the group, place 3 

spoons (or any other object, really!) The game 

comes with 16 cards--4 of each that are the 

same answer. Students will deal the cards out 

so that each player receives 4 cards. They will 

study their cards to see if they have 4 of a 

kind. If not, they will each pass a card face-

down to the player to the right. 

 

www.logcabinschoolhouse.com 

Jennifer Wolverton 

1) Cut out the cards on cardstock and laminate. 

2) Laminate, then use the SPOONS page as a table centerpiece.  

3) Have each student sit in front of one of the words, 

“SPOONS”. 

4) Each student uses a white board marker to cross off each 

letter as they need. 

Different ways to play: (there 

will be four sets of four of each 

of these. Try to play four rounds 

to include one of each.) 

1) How many terms? 

2) To what degree is the poly-

nomial? 

3) What is the leading coeffi-

cient 

4) What is the constant? 
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Print page 1—2 double sided on cardstock. Print 

pages 3—5 one sided on cardstock, then laminate 

all and cut.   


